CHAP, vii                THE HELLENIC SOCIETY                      293
valuable articles on every aspect of Greek culture con-
tributed by many of the best scholars of our time both
English and foreign. And by its steady support of the
British School at Athens the Hellenic Society has directly
contributed to the exploration and excavation of many
ancient sites which have yielded much precious material for
the enlargement and enrichment of our knowledge of Greek
history and life. It is a record of which the founders and
friends of the Society may well be proud*
Of the founders of the Society, two, and the two prin-
cipal, are happily still with us. They are Mr. George
Macmillan and Mr. Gennadius. Together they had the
happy thought, I may almost call it the inspiration, of
founding a Society for the promotion of Greek studies in
England and among English-speaking peoples all over the
world. They communicated the idea to some of the leading
scholars of the day, who took it up warmly, and in concert
they drew up the scheme of the Society and laid down the
lines on which, with little variation, it has run ever since.
The ever-increasing success of the Society, as attested by the
increasing number of its members, the great increase of its
library, and the extension of its activities in other directions,
is the best proof of the wisdom and foresight of its founders.
Of these founders, Mr. George Macmillan has been a main
prop and support of the Society from its foundation down
to this day. By his constant devotion to its best interests,
by his sober enthusiasm, calm wisdom, and sound good
sense, he has contributed, more perhaps than anyone else,
not only to launch the ship but to steer it on its long and
prosperous voyage of half a century. The members of the
Hellenic Society desire to take this opportunity of thanking
Mr. Macmillan for the eminent service he has thereby
rendered to the cause of learning in England and throughout
the world ; they congratulate him on the conspicuous success
of his achievement, and they hope that for many years to
come the Society may continue to benefit by his wise counsels
and wide experience.
My Lord, Ladies, and Gentlemen, I ask you to drink to
the prosperity of the Hellenic Society, coupled with the name
of Mr. George Macmillan, our Founder.